Live Humpback Whale Stranding on Long Island, NY
April 2010

On Tuesday, April 6th, a juvenile humpback whale stranded alive on East Hampton Beach
on Long Island, NY. The local stranding network organization, Riverhead Foundation,
organized a response team in coordination with NOAA/NMFS NER and HQ staff. It was
determined that the whale should be humanely euthanized and expert veterinarians and
large whale biologists were deployed on sgae to assist.
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the situation, and Riverhead Foundg P staff have been responding to
numerous inquiries about the event. / forts have been made to educate the
media and public about the inherent diff il oI <\\ ociated with responding to live large
whale stranding cases, including:

o The animal could not be safely m&ye(d nt feeper water or rehabilitated due to its
size, location, environmental conditiquy

o Cetaceans have unique physiological and anatomical adaptations for life in aquatic
environments that do not always respond to traditional terrestrial animal veterinary
procedures. The field of marine mammal medicine is still developing and there are
few established protocols to address large whale health needs.

o The techniques used in this case have been routinely used by wildlife professionals in
the past. Our experience using ballistics to euthanize large whales has been minimal
in the U.S. to date, although they have been widely used as standard protocols in
Australia and New Zealand.

For more information on recently asked questions please see the FAQ’s for this event or

contact NOAA NER Marine Mammal Stranding Program at 978-282-8478 or at

NERStranding.staff@noaa.gov.
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